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could teach the others.. Now the Jesuits, perceiving
all these things, resolved not to baptize a single
adult, unless he had, according to the Holy Canons,
been well initiated and catechized. For they well
understood that to do otherwise would not only be a
profanation of Christianity, but also an injustice to-
wards the Savages. For, inasmuch as it is an injus-
tice to induce any one to sign a promise, or compul-
sory oath, without giving him to understand the con-
ditions to which he binds himself: how much worse
is it to force a rational being of competent age to
make a solemn profession of the law of God (which
is done through Baptism), when he has never before
been a novice, nor [111] been made to understand the
rules and duties of this profession? The Savages
were not so stupid but that they knew enough to re-
proach us for this injustice, inasmuch as, after these
baptisms of which we have spoken, when the Jesuits
requested that they should give up Polygamy, and
should live like Christians, since they were in duty
bound to do so; they told them that we were wicked
people, that we had tried to make them believe that
they should agree to conditions that they had never
understood, nor been able to understand. Now for
these reasons the Jesuits, delaying the Baptism of
those who desired it, put themselves to work with all
possible diligence to translate into Canadian the
Lord’s prayer, the Angelic salutation,® the Creed,
and the Commandments of God and of the Church,
[r12] with a brief explanation of the Sacraments, and
some prayers, for this was all the Theology they
needed. However, there was no way of accomplish-
ing either a third or fourth of all this, as we shall
show by and by.



